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A YEAR IN REVIEW

As we reflect on the past year at Starlight, what stands out most is not a single performance
or moment, but the collective experience of a community coming together through live arts.
This season marked an extraordinary chapter in our history, as we proudly celebrated 75
years as a cultural cornerstone for Kansas City. For generations, Starlight has been a place
where first experiences are sparked, traditions are formed, and memories are shared under
the stars. That legacy was felt this year as we welcomed hundreds of thousands of guests
to our venue and engaged thousands more through our community programs. None of this
would be possible without you.

This anniversary season was defined by meaningful milestones and a shared belief in
Starlight’s mission. Our production of Frozen, which opened the gates to imagination

and wonder, welcomed crowds of young people and created unforgettable first theatre
experiences for families across our region. That same spirit carried into our annual Gala
which brought supporters together in celebration and welcomed back legendary performer
Marilyn Maye, honoring the excellence and artistry that has long defined our stage. As we
celebrated these moments, we also continued to invest in the future with the launch of
Disney Musicals in Schools, reinforcing our commitment to keeping live arts accessible for
our community today and for generations to come.

Looking ahead, 2026 promises to be a defining year for
Starlight and for Kansas City. We are excited for what lies
ahead and grounded in the knowledge that Starlight’s
greatest strength has always been the people who believe in
it. Thank you for being part of this story.

Lindsey Rood-Clifford
Starlight President + C.E.O.

- YEAR IN REVIEW
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2025 OPERATING REVENUE
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2025 OPERATING EXPENSES
$21,073,579
$22,750

Il 52% - Production Costs
B 12% - Box Office & Marketing
10,920 B 6% - Front of House & Concessions
[18% - Admin & IT
8% - Depreciation
B 6% - Facility Maintenance
14 "1 4% - Community Engagement

260

" 3% - Fundraising

6.720 B 1% - Other

30 Categories less than 1% are not reflected in the above charts.

For a full list of Starlight 2025 performances and events,
please refer to the digital 2025 Impact Report on our website at
www.kcstarlight.com/governance/annual-report.
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BUILDING THE NEXT

GENERATION OF STORYTELLERS

Launched in the fall of 2025, Disney
Musicals in Schools marked a significant
expansion of Starlight’s commitment

to arts education. Selected by Disney

to implement the program in Kansas

City, Starlight partnered with 5 public
elementary schools to ignite a passion for
storytelling and performance.

The program builds sustainable musical
theatre programs in schools while
equipping educators with the training and
tools needed to support student creativity.

CREATING PATHWAYS
BEHIND THE SCENES

The first cohort of Starlight’s Tech Theatre
Training program concluded, providing
20 Kansas City area high school students
with hands-on experience across the
technical disciplines that bring live
performances to life.

Guided by industry professionals,
Starlight staff, and members of LAT.S.E.,
participants trained through 9 months
of immersive learning.

- SUCCESS STORIES



A RECORD BREAKING GALA

Supporters gathered for Starlight’s Annual Benefit Gala to celebrate 75 years of impact and invest in
what comes next. Led by the generosity of sponsors, donors, and dedicated Gala chairs, the evening
raised a record-breaking $854,323 in support of Starlight’s mission.

From student performances to a show-stopping appearance by Marilyn Maye, the night honored
Starlight’s legacy while ensuring continued access to live arts experiences, arts education, and
community engagement for years to come.

INVESTING IN SUSTAINABILITY

A transformative $661,700 grant from a major anonymous funder marked a significant investment
in Starlight’s long-term sustainability. The funding supports critical facility upgrades, including
replacement of deteriorating infrastructure, while protecting reserve funds and strengthening
operational resilience.

Just as importantly, the grant places Starlight within a cohort focused on sustainability practices,
opening the door to future projects and continued investment in a stronger, more sustainable Starlight.

ACCESS THROUGH PARTNERSHIP

Starlight Theatre was awarded a $150,000 grant from Disney to bring the Disney Musicals in Schools
program to Kansas City public elementary schools, funding two years of transformative arts education.
The program pairs hands-on student learning with professional development for educators, empowering
school communities to create sustainable theatre programs.

Hundreds of students will be performing in their very first school musical and will make their debut on
the Starlight stage in a culminating celebration.

FUELING THE FUTURE _



Support from donors enhances the Starlight experience for everyone. Charitable gifts make the magic
of Starlight possible and ensures that Kansas City’s most unique outdoor venue will be around for future
generations to experience the arts. We appreciate your support!

This list is reflective of any gift made to Starlight’s Annual Fund, Annual Benefit Gala,
Community Engagement programs, Starry Night, and Uniquely KC Campaign.

LEGEND ($25,000+)
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IN MEMORY OF
RICHARD J. VAN WINKLE



EXECUTIVE PRODUCER ($10,000+)

> BURNS
N\.MSDONNELL.

NANCY WHITWORTH &
DOUGLAS BALLOU

-
DE Shaw & Co

SEIGFREID
BINGHAM
BARNES-BISSET FAMILY

FOUNDATION
JEFF & JEN CARSON

s>evergy FORV/S -HM

Southwests

JEFF & SUSAN ANTHONY

theaterleague

BART & JOANIE BERGMAN MICHELLE &

ROBERT BRATCHER
ERIC RYAN & JANET CINCELLI

ROBERT & DR. PHYLISS BERNSTEIN
FAMILY FOUNDATION FUND
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Aviva Ajmera &
Wayne Strickland

American Century
Investments

Daniel & Janelle
Benninghoff

Beth and John
Borders

Matt & Nancy
Buchmann

JJ Burns & Andrea
Boswell-Burns

$2,500+

William Abraham

American Century
Investments

Art Lithocraft
Company

Ellen & Lee Baty

Duane Becker

Brian & Lori Belden

Jeff & Deanna Burns

City Manager’s Office

Bill Clarkson

Colliers International

Community Builders
of Kansas City

David Dahmer

DeBruce Foundation

Deloitte

Shawn Delp

Carbon Health
Stephanie & Wade
Carpenter
Commerce Bank
Mark & Stephanie
Coulter
Creative Planning
David Morris
Jeremy Didier
Doug Anning &
Kirk Isenhour
Enterprise Bank &
Trust

Diane’s School of
Dance

Dollar, Burns, Becker
& Hershewe
Charitable Fund
Services of Kansas
City

Dennis & Sandra
Donnelly

George Dragush

Mark & Lisa Ebbitts

Fred & Beatrice
Eckertson

Mike & Jessica Ellis

Enterprise-Rent-A-Car

Marc & Lindsey
Erickson

Fortino Family
Charitable Fund

Buddy & Charlene
Foutts

Gartner, Inc.

Elaine Feld Stern
Charitable Trust

Donald & Diantha
Hagan

Don Hall, Jr.

Hawthorn Bank
Lee’s Summit

Lisa & Eric Hays

Rick & Chris Heise

Holladay Distillery

Jenny & Casey
Housley

Hunt Midwest

GastingerWalker&
Glenn & Joyce
Goldstein
Travis & Maqual
Graham
Greater KC LINC, Inc.
Jonathan & Barb
Haden
Mark & Tandi
Hechler
Jerry Hedrick
Steven Heichel
Joseph Helms
Charles Herbster
Hickok Family
Foundation
Ross & Jo Ann
Hildebrand
Cheryl Chill
Richard & Sandy
Jones
Margaret Kalal

Ingram Family
Foundation

Stacey Jassen

Jerry & Cathy Jones

JSD Foundation

KC Missouri Board of
Parks & Recreation

Donovan & Alison
Kidd

Marty & Beth Krebs

Andrew & Katherine
Lang

Joanna & Tim Keeble
Scott & Lisa Kolbeck
Larry & Ellen Polsky
Philanthropic Fund
Liberty Park LLC
Jim & Teresa Lippert
Thomas & Sandy
Long
Annette McLaughlin
Dennis & Carol
Meierotto
Trey & Laurie Meyer
Mitzi Ryburn Agency
State Farm Insurance
Brian Mixon
Jeremiah Moye
Jerry Negus &
Rebecca Hierholzer
Dean & Anita Newton
Northland Sonic
Drive-Ins
Patrick O’'Malley

This list reflects gifts made between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025.
We apologize for any errors or omissions.

Michael & Kristin
Lanning

Matthew Linnabary

Steven & Anna McKee

McCownGordon
Construction

Jolene Mead

Mike O’Connell &
Sara Hicks Family
Foundation

Edward Milbank

Michael & Patricia
Morrissey

John & Kathy O’Toole

Kevin & Maureen
O’'Toole

Peggy & Michael
Borkon Fund

Pepsi Beverages
Company

Bob & Sylvia Pullman

Mike Quinn

Kathleen & Mike
Rainen

Raymond Gordon
Tompkins

ReeceNichols
Real Estate

William Reed

Johnny & Angela
Rowlands

Russ & Melanie
Cline Family
Foundation

Daniel & Nan Schaper

Musselman & Hall
Contractors

Daniel Nenonen

Brian & Lisa Osgood

Port KC

Julie Quirin

Saint Luke’s Health
System

Donna Thomason

Mark & LeeAnn Van
Dyne

Mandi & Kevin Wright

Sheldon & Megan
Sebastian

Flip Short

Craig & Dondee
Stearns

Steinhauser

Stepp & Rothwell

Sharon Stiner

Jacob Stolz

Matthew & Kristen
Stuppy

Sunlighten

Ann Swarts

Danielle Torres
McCormick

Vanessa Vaughn
& James West

Bob & Kathy Waller

Adam & Hayley
Wisnieski

Brian & Ellen
Woltkamp
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2025

PROGRAMMING [

Ain’t Too Proud — the Life and Times of the Temptations
Frozen
Life of Pi

The Gruffalo’s Child
Sugar Skull! A Dia de Muertos Musical Adventure
Dungeons and Dragons the Twenty-Sided Tavern

Alison Krauss and Union Station
Whiskey Myers

Weird Al Yankovic

Chicago

The Driver Era

Styx

Incubus

Earth, Wind, and Fire

Live & Collective Soul

Big Time Rush

Kidz Bop Live

Melissa Etheridge & the Indigo Girls
Goo Goo Dolls

Teddy Swims

Alabama Shakes

Rob Thomas

The Black Keys

Lake Street Drive

Nathaniel Rateliff & the Night Sweats
Conan Gray
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STARLIGHT LEADERSHIP

Board of Directors -
Executive Committee

Chair
Sabrina Wiewel

Immediate Past Chair
Howard Cohen

Secretary
Kevin Kelly

Vice Chair
Nikki Emison

Vice Chair, Community Engagement
Heather Jones

Vice Chair, Employee Experience
Robert Hingula

Vice Chair, Facilities
Michael T. Lanning

Vice Chair, Finance
Robert K. Wolf

Vice Chair, Government Affairs
Mark Coulter

Vice Chair, Marketing
Carey Wilkins

Vice Chair, Philanthropy
Amy Guerich

Vice Chair, Strategic Planning
Aviva Ajmera

President of the Association
Lindsey Rood-Clifford

Treasurer of the Association
Mandi Wright

Lifetime Members
Steve Doyal

Anita B. Gorman

Adele Hall**

**in memoriam

Board of Directors -
Members

Jeff Anthony

Denise Bade

Cathy Baier

Lusha Bodie

Michelle Davidson Bratcher
Bill Briggs

Wendy Burgess

Jeff Carson

Joni Cobb

Michael Condon

Monica Curls

Tempe Ostergren Elsberry
Jill Farrell

Leah Fitzgerald

Anita B. Gorman

Adele Hall, in memoriam
Richard Heise

Tondee Lutterman
Chuck Maggiorotto
Jolene Mead

Ramsey Mohsen

Diane O’Byrne

Doug Spear

Emily Tilgner

Mark Van Dyne

Kasey Vena

Past Board Chairs -

Ex-Officio Board Members

Charles W. Battey
Robert A. Bernstein
Dianne Cleaver
James D. Dawson
Steve Doyal

Peggy J. Dunn

Mark Fortino

Greg M. Graves
Shirley Bush Helzberg
Jack W. Kennedy
Michael F. Morrissey
John Murphy

Ora Reynolds
Carolyn Watley

W. Russell Welsh

City of Kansas City, Missouri -
Ex-Officio Board Members

Chris Cotten
City of Kansas City, Missouri Parks and Recreation
Director

Councilman Darrell Curls
Office of the Mayor Kansas City, MO Designee

Phil LeVota
Jackson County, MO County Executive

DaRon McGee
Jackson County, MO County Legislator

Michael Meier
City of Kansas City, Missouri Parks and Recreation
Commissioner

Mayor Pro Tem Ryana Parks-Shaw
Office of the Mayor Kansas City, MO Designee
Commissioner

Starlight Staff Leadership

Lindsey Rood-Clifford
President + C.E.O.

Alex Jones

Chief Programming Officer
Mandi Wright

V.P. of Finance + C.F.O.
Rachel Bliss

Director of Marketing

Deb Churchill

V.P. of Operations

Cindy Fasl

Director of Ticketing
Caroline Gibel

V.P. of Programming + Executive Producer
Jacques’ Hassen

V.P. of People + Culture
Andrew Lang

V.P. of Philanthropy

Jeff Miller

Director of Sales

Bill Waugh

V.P. of Concerts + Information Systems

STARLIGHT LEADERSHIP —



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Vice Chair: Heather Jones

Hunt Midwest

Michael Condon
IMA Financial

Nikki Emison
NKC Hospital

Robert Hingula
Polsinelli

ASabrina Wiewel
Crayola Studios

*Susan Bernstein
JAC Clean LLC

*Ava Delsemme
KC Chamber

Leah Fitzgerald
CBRE

*Sherri Jacobs
Heartland Art Therapy

Michelle Davidson Bratcher

Film In MO

Tempe Ostergren Elsberry

University of Missouri-Kansas City

*Lisa Hays, MD
Advent Health Kansas City

*Mollie Stephens
Onspire Health Marketing

*Gene Willis
GEHA

EMPLOYEE EXPERIENCE COMMITTEE

Vice Chair: Robert Hingula
Polsinelli

Carolyn Watley
CBIZ

Vice Chair: Mike Lanning
US Asset Services

Mark Fortino
Hawthorn Bank

*Dan Nenonen
PGAV Architects

Vice Chair: Rob Wolf
KPMG

Howard Cohen
Deloitte— Retired

Kevin Kelly
US Federal Properties Co.

Jolene Mead
PortKC

*Nancy Whitworth

McCownGordon Construction— Retired

FACILITIES COMMITTEE

*Ashley Baker
Henderson Building Solutions

*Augie Huber
AL Huber, retired

Emily Tilgner
McCownGordon Construction

ASabrina Wiewel
Crayola Studios

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Jeff Anthony
McCarthy Auto Group

Mark Fortino
Hawthorn Bank

Tondee Lutterman
FORVIS

ASabrina Wiewel
Crayola Studios

— COMMITTEES + COUNCILS

Kasey Vena
Newmark Zimmer

ASabrina Wiewel
Crayola Studios

Mark Van Dyne
Burns and McDonnell

Kevin Kelly
US Federal Properties Co

*Justin White
Hunt Midwest

*Mallory Antle
Deloitte

Rick Heise
Commerce Bank

Carolyn Watley
CBIzZ



GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Vice Chair: Mark Coulter *Evie Craig Monica Curls
Rouse Frets White Goss Gentile Rhodes Arts Asylum Terracon
*Ava Delsemme *Brett Emison *Theresa Garza
KC Chamber Emison & Langdon Spire
*Chuck Maggiorotto *Jason Parson *Eileen Weir
Country Club Bank Parson & Associates Centric

ASabrina Wiewel
Crayola Studios

MARKETING & SALES COMMITTEE

Vice Chair: Carey Wilkins Jeff Carson Joni Cobb
Evolytics Enterprise Bank Creative Planning
Steve Doyal Jill Farrell Ramsey Mohsen
Hallmark, retired American Century Everhance
*Greg Reid *Mariah Shields *Angelo Trozzolo
BoomDeYada Port KC Trozzolo Communications

ASabrina Wiewel
Crayola Studios

PHILANTHROPY COMMITTEE

Vice Chair: Amy Guerich Denise Bade Cathy Baier
Stepp & Rothwell Lockton Companies US Federal Properties Trust
*Daniel Benninghoff *Mary Burford Wendy Burgess
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management PepsiCo. RDD Family Office
*Serena Dehoney *Steve Dietze Mark Fortino
Advantage Metals Recycling Retired Country Club Bank
*Stacey Janssen *Mike Lorenz Diane O’Byrne
Janssen Estate Probate & Elder Law Jorban-Riscoe Competitive Resource Sales
*Mike O’Connell *Amber Struemph ASabrina Wiewel
Retired McCownGordon Construction Crayola Studios

ADenotes ex-officio status. Board Chair is an ex-officio member of all committees.
*Denotes a community volunteer.

COMMITTEES + COUNCILS _



PLANNED GIVING ADVISORY COUNCIL

Chair: Wendy Burgess Shellie Billau Ruth Brackney

RDD Family Office Midwest Trust Lathrop GPM

Amy Guerich Jenna Hauschild Stacey Janssen
Stepp & Rothwell FORVIS Janssen Estate, Probate and Elder Law

Doug Jones Jonathan Klem Tiffany Owens

Filmmaker (Retired) Midwest Trust Bank of America
Todd Randol Zack Royle Jonathan Staton

Heartland Estate Law Country Club Trust Law Offices of Jonathan Staton

UNIQUELY KC CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Co-Chairs: Brett and Nikki Emison
Co-Chairs: Jeanette Prenger

Honorary Chairs: Jean and Don Wagner
Jeff Anthony

Cathy Baier

Carl and Jean Chinnery

Dr. Valerie Chow and Judge Jon Gray
Howard Cohen

Don Dagenais

Mark Fortino

Sandi and Gabbie Fried

Amy Guerich

August L. Huber llI

Mike Lanning

Jonalee McLaughlin, Cara McLaughlin, and Anna McKee
Dan and Mary Schulte

Mark and Amy Thompson

Carolyn Watley and Ellen Woltkamp

AN commiTTEEs + councis
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VISION STATEMENT

Be the home for accessible live arts experiences
for all generations.

MISSION STATEMENT

Connect our community through live arts experiences that
entertain, inspire, and engage.

4600 Starlight Road | Kansas City, MO | 64132 | (816) 363-7827
A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization



