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IMPACT REPORT

CELEBRATING 
OUR ENCORE



2023 marked a year of achievements that brought change while celebrating the legacy of 
Starlight. We welcomed new President + C.E.O. Lindsey Rood-Clifford – the first woman to 
serve in this role in Starlight’s 75-year history. We launched a new strategic plan to guide our 
priorities; unveiled a new mission, vision, and organizational values to align our work; and 
publicly launched our first major capital campaign in nearly 20 years.

Alongside many achievements, Starlight also faced a significant financial impact. Due to 
inclement weather and a canceled national tour, Starlight saw an unrealized loss of 20% of its 
budgeted performances – resulting in an operating deficit of nearly $1.7 million. 

Our work of engaging the next person who would benefit from the Starlight tradition 
continues. We look forward to celebrating our encore with you! 

YEAR IN REVIEW

ENCORE: 
A SECOND ACHIEVEMENT ESPECIALLY 
THAT SURPASSES THE FIRST 
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STRATEGIC PLAN: UNIQUELY KC:
Starlight’s new three-year strategic 
plan was unveiled with one overarching 
objective: to advance our organizational 
model to support sustainable growth. By 
March 2026, Starlight aims to improve 
Broadway utilization to 45%, strengthen 
stakeholder satisfaction, and achieve 
break-even annual operating results.  

On October 16, Starlight publicly 
announced Uniquely KC, a $40 million 
fundraising campaign to enhance the 
Starlight tradition and extend it to new, 
diverse participants of all ages. By the end 
of 2023, Starlight raised $22.85 million. 

Learn more: kcstarlight.com/UniquelyKC



02  BY THE NUMBERS

BY THE 
NUMBERS

EVENTS
218,051 guests

94 live events 

6 Broadway shows /
 28 performances 

21 concert events 

42 concert 
season ticket holders 

7,783 Broadway 
season ticket holders 

134 groups attended a 
Broadway performance 

SUPPORT
5,044 hours served by 

volunteer Ambassadors 

4,710 donors 

ENGAGEMENT
30,751 people 
engaged with 

community programs 

142 community 
engagement events

 146 Kansas City-area 
school partnerships

$19,250 in scholarships 
provided to Kansas City 

students

9,710 FREE Broadway 
tickets distributed to 

147 community partner 
organizations  

15 summer interns  

6,667 workforce 
development 

internship hours 

22 Just Imagine 
community 

performances

2023 OPERATING REVENUE 
$19,091,613

2023 OPERATING EXPENSES  
$22,146,943

69% - Ticket Sales

49% - Production Costs

18% - Parking & Concessions

13% - Front of House & Concessions

7% - Admin & IT
12% - Box Office & Marketing

6% - Depreciation

3% - Marketing Sponsorships
1% - Private Events
1% - Education Fees & Other

6% - Facility Maintenance

8% - Charitable Contributions

4% - Fundraising
3% - Community Engagement

Categories less than 1% are not reflected in the above charts.

For a full list of Starlight 2023 performances and events, please refer to the digital 
2023 Impact Report on our website at www.kcstarlight.com.  



FROM BLUE STAR TO 
TOURING STAR

VINCENT LEGACY 
SCHOLARSHIP GROWTH

Starlight welcomed Elaine Watson 
back to Kansas City this summer 
as an ensemble member of Jagged 
Little Pill. Elaine first performed 
on Starlight’s stage as a Blue 
Star Award and Raise Our Voices 
participant, and Starlight is proud 
to have been part of her theatrical 
career journey.

Scholars, alumni, program 
founders, and the program itself 
saw unique growth in 2023. 
From recognition on the field at a 
Royals baseball game to featured 
performances at Starlight events, 
2023 was a banner year for the 
Vincent Legacy Scholarship 
program.
Gala attendees raised more than 
$16,000 at this year’s event – the 
equivalent of six Vincent Legacy 
Scholarships!
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04  FOSTERING STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS

BETTER TOGETHER

COMMUNI-TEES

In collaboration with Community 
Builders of Kansas City, Starlight once 
again welcomed thousands of guests 
for a free Community Movie Night 
screening of the Disney hit Encanto. 
Pre-show activities highlighted 
fellow Swope Park organizations and 
featured a live performance by the 
Kansas City Latin Jazz Orchestra.

Starlight and Charlie Hustle partnered 
to bring Kansas Citians and Starlight 
fans a first-of-its-kind glow in the dark 
t-shirt. The collection included two 
designs and a portion of the proceeds 
from sales of the tees were donated 
to Starlight.
Get your t-shirt today at 
charliehustle.com/collections/communitees



HEADLINER ($5,000+)

Daniel & Janelle 
   Benninghoff
Centric Projects
Commerce Bank
Concord
Country Club Bank
Joseph Dunn
ECCO Select
Elaine Feld Stern Charitable
   Trust
The Elsberry Family 
   Foundation
Brian & Lesley Elwell
Nikki & Brett Emison
Enterprise Bank & Trust
GastingerWalker&
Kenneth & Marilyn Hager
David & Laura Hall
Hallmark
Rick Halstead

Katrina + Tom Henke 

   Charitable Fund GKCCF
Joan Horan
Ingram Family Foundation
KPMG
Tondee & Shawn Lutterman
Mark One Electric Co., Inc.
Meierotto Jewelers
Monarch Build
Jan & Lee Morevitska
Olsson 
Kansas City Parks &
   Recreation
Chuck & Karen Peters
Strickland Construction
Sunlighten
Terracon

DESIGNER ($2,500+)

A.L. Huber - General
   Contractors
American Century 
   Investments
Jeffrey Anthony

Art Lithocraft Company
Peggy & Rich Baker
Jon Ball
Ellen & Lee Baty
Matt & Kate Beem
Robert & Dr. Phyliss
   Bernstein
Becky Blades & Cary
   Phillips
Matt & Nancy Buchmann
Wendy & Troy Burgess
Jeff & Deanna Burns
JJ Burns & Andrea 
   Boswell-Burns
Jeff & Jen Carson
CBIZ Benefits & Insurance
   Services of Kansas City
Central States Beverage
   Company
The City of Kansas City,
   Missouri
Bill Clarkson
Pat & Don Dagenais
Jill & Marshall Dean

Deloitte
Dollar, Burns, Becker &
   Hershewe
Steve & Cathy Doyal 
ElevenTen Systems
EY
Jill Farrell
Sherry & Gary Forsee
Mark & Sarah Fortino
Buddy & Charlene Foutts
The Fried Family
Geraldine & RA Barrows
   Foundation
Donald & Diantha Hagan
Marlys & Michael Haverty 
Henderson Engineers
Charles Herbster
Sara Hicks & Michael
   O’Connell
Robert & Melissa Hingula
Augie & Laura Huber
Howard & Ro Jacobson
Stacey Janssen
Richard & Sandy Jones

JP Morgan Chase
Kansas City Testing &
   Engineering
Kevin & Dianne Kelly
Tony & Teresa Kempf
Marilyn Kulmus & John
   Shoenhair
Lankford | Fendler &
   Associates
Liberty Park LLC
Priscilla & Bruce Long
Heather Jones & Bryan
   Long
Mary Elizabeth Martin
   Scholarship Trust US Bank
   N.A., Trustee
McCown Family Foundation 
William McDaniel
National Endowment For
   The Arts
Diane O’Byrne
Terry & Barbie O’Toole
Pepsi Beverages Company
Port KC

ReeceNichols Real Estate
Ora Reynolds & Curt
   Roberts
Daniel & Nan Schaper
Stepp & Rothwell, Inc.
Donna Thomason
R. Gordon Tompkins
Angelo & Elisa Trozzolo
The Trudy Foundation
Turner Construction
   Company
UMB Financial Corporation
Mark & LeeAnn Van Dyne
Brian & Jennifer Weiford
Debbie & Russell Welsh
Matt & Sabrina Wiewel
Cynthia Wymore

CHARACTER ($1,000+)

William Abraham
Vestana Ahlen
American Century 
   Investments Foundation
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STARLIGHT DONORS
Support from donors enhances the Starlight experience for everyone. Charitable gifts make the magic 

of Starlight possible and ensures that Kansas City’s most unique outdoor venue will be around for future 
generations to experience the arts. We appreciate your support! 

This list is reflective of any gift made to Starlight’s Annual Fund, Community Engagement programs, 
Annual Benefit Gala, and Starry Night at Starlight. 

In Honor of Greg & Rebecca Reid

LEGEND ($25,000+)

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER ($10,000+)

AVIVA AJMERA & 
WAYNE STRICKLAND

JONALEE & PAUL 
MCLAUGHLIN

EDWARD P. MILBANK

DONALD J. HALL

SHIRLEY & BARNETT HELZBERG 
JR. DONOR ADVISORY FUND OF 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION OF GREATER 

KANSAS CITY

DON & JEAN WAGNER 
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

NANCY WHITWORTH & 
DOUG BALLOU

CAREY & TOM WILKINS

IMA, INC./MICHAEL 
& CARRIE CONDON

J.C. NICHOLS COMPANY 
CHARITABLE TRUST 

THE MCDONNELL 
FOUNDATION

JEANNETTE & JEROME 
COHEN PHILANTHROPIC 

FUND OF THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
OF GREATER KANSAS CITY

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD 
J. VAN WINKLE, JR.

HOWARD E. & 
DEBRA L. COHEN 
FAMILY DONOR 
ADVISED FUND

BILL & DENISE BADE JUNE BEAVER

THE DERAMUS 
FOUNDATION STEVE & SUE DIETZE



Anonymous 
Rick & Cathy Baier Family
   Foundation
Bank of America
Chuck & Joan Battey
Becker Family Charitable
   Fund
Duane Becker
Nathan Benjamin & 
   Margaret 
   Perkins-McGuinness
Joanie & Bart Bergman
Bernstein-Rein 
   Advertising, Inc. 
Jay & Pam Besheer
Block & Company, Inc.
Lisa Bone
Michael & Peggy Borkon
Stephen & Colleen Bowen
   Family Foundation
Stephen Butland
Capitol Federal Foundation
In Honor of Dr. Durl W. &
   Cathleen O’Neil
CFS Engineers
Terry & Colleen Chapman
John Chiles
Todd Clearwater
Douglas Coday
Colliers | Kansas City
Michael Collins
Condon Family Foundation
Ellen & Tom Cray
Curry Investment Co. 
Michael David
Shawn Delp
Diane’s School of Dance
Dennis & Sandra Donnelly
Jennifer & Dave Dulny
Peggy & Terry Dunn
Doug Duty & Kelly Carnago 
Mark & Lisa Ebbitts
Amy & Shannon Eckhoff
Jennifer Ellis
Mike & Jessica Ellis
Kent & Robin Emison
Emprise Bank
Enterprise-Rent-A-Car
Edward L. Enyeart 
James Factor
Freedom Interiors
FSC, Inc.
Barbara Gadwood
Lucille Garcia
Jennifer Gerlach
Glenn & Joyce Goldstein
Google
Vicki & Michael Graft
Travis & Maqual Graham
Patrick Grazier
Shellie Guin
Michael & Carolyn Haga
Michael Haines & Kathy 
   Winklhofer
Allen & April Halling
Melissa Harle
Robert Harrington
Kinetic
HCA Healthcare 
   Foundation
Heart Of KC Foundation
Mark Hechler
Jerry Hedrick
Steven Heichel
Rick & Chris Heise
Rebecca Hierholzer
Cheryl Hill
Paul & Susan 
   Himmelstein
Jenny & Casey Housley
In Honor of Greg &
   Donnis Prather
Angela Hurt
IBC Carpentry
Steve Jagoda
Dr. Austin L. Jones & Mrs.
   Melynne B. Jones
Catherine & Jerry Jones
Kansas City Life Insurance
   Company
Kansas City Transportation
   Group
James Kaplan
Joanna & Tim Keeble

Elizabeth Kennedy
Jahala & Dennis Kinser
Scott & Lisa Kolbeck
Lane4 Property Group
Katherine & Andrew Lang
Robert & Margie Langdon
Lathrop GPM
Liz & Warren Lewis
Charles Liang
Jim Lippert
Thomas & Jodi Little
Janet Long
Thomas & Sandy Long
Megan Rupp & Jeff Lynch
Scott & Patty Mach
Tammy & John Marasco
Blane & Autumn Markley
Brian Markley
Martha Lee Cain Tranby
   Music Enrichment Fund
George McGrew
Heidi McIntyre
Steven & Anna McKee
Annette McLaughlin
Matt & Monica McLaughlin
Joseph & Pamela Meyer
Trey & Laurie Meyer
Mid-America Carpenters
   Regional Council
The Miller Group
Ann Miller
Jeremy & Abby Morris
Alana Muller & Marc
   Hammer
Richard & Donna Mullins
Bill & Jeri Murphy 
Courtney Nelson
New Horizons Enterprises
Michael & Barbara
   Newbold
Charles & Kay Newell
Olathe Ford Lincoln
Patrick O’Malley
Erin O’Reilly
Brian & Lisa Osgood
Kevin & Maureen O’Toole
Joyce Pack
Edgar & Laura Palacios
Connie & Jon Papacek
Parris Communications
Larry & Ellen Polsky 
   Philanthropic Fund of the
   Jewish Community
   Foundation of Greater
   Kansas City 
Bob & Sylvia Pullman
Dakota Ragland
Kathy & Mike Rainen
Earvin Ray
Kathryn & Patricia Redman
Greg & Rebecca Reid 
Reisler Family Foundation
   Fund
Barbara Robertson
Lindsey Rood-Clifford &
   Chris Clifford
Timothy & Pamela Ross
Rouse Frets White Goss
   Gentile Rhodes, P.C.
Mitzi & Lonny Ryburn
Charles & Elizabeth
   Schellhorn
Megan & Sheldon 
   Sebastian
Patricia & Terry Shelton
Brenda & Charlie Shields
Silvey Solutions LLC
Jackie Sloop
Marilyn & Ken Spraetz
Jonathan S. Staton
Judy Steadman
Craig Stearns
Brad Steele
Sharon Stiner
Jacob Stolz
Kristine Stowell
Paul Stucky
Matt & Kristen Stuppy
Fran Sutton
Ann Swarts
Leslie Swyden
Brian Thackrah
Mark & Amy Thompson
Thomson Title Corporation

Jody Tillotson
Maria Timberlake
Jim & Ann Tinsman 
Bill & Nancy Topper
Travelers Insurance
Debi & Greg Trempy
Trozzolo Communications
   Group 
Kevin & Dawn Tubbesing
Mark & Candice Uhlig
University of 
   Missouri-Kansas City 
Mike Upchurch
Kirk Vaughan
Vision Source Eyecare
Wagstaff & Cartmell
Kathy & Bob Waller
Bess Wallerstein-Huff &
   Chris Huff
Rick Watson
James West
Tom & Loren Whittaker
Ted & Molly Wiedeman
Denton Williams
Jera Williams
Stephen & Marta Williamson
Lori Wolfe
Cheryl Wood
Bonnie & JW Youngblood

THESPIAN ($500+)

Randy Adams
Jessica Alcorn
Patrice & Dennis Anderson
Anonymous
Brent Barr
Alan & Beverly Barrington
Jeff Beasley
Bryan Beatty
Wallace & Jackie Biellier
A. L. & Debbie Bontrager
Bridget Bransteitter
David Brown & Donna
   Sperry
Madelyn Rudd & Robert
   Butcher
Kay & Richard Byers
Mary Ann & Arden Carr
April Chasm
Ashley & Ramin Cherafat
Cindy Chesher
Debra Churchill
Joni Cobb
Toby & Barbara LeAnn
   Cook
Paul & Bunni Copaken
Margaret Cox
Paul DeBruce
Serena Dehoney
Dell, Inc.
Jacob Derritt
Barbara Dickson
Dennis Dobson
Raymond & Katherine
   Dowell
Frederick & Beatrice
   Eckertson
Martha Ellicott
Catherine Emory
Larry & Wendy Engeman
Marc Enyart
Valerie Escobar
Ron Farmer
Randy Faust
Anthony Ferris
First Option Bank
Chuck & Colleen Foudree
Michelle Freed
D Camille Galles
Walter & Susan George
William George
Jill Gernon
Sara Gonsher
Norman Grant
Great Southern Bank
Lawrence & Tonya Guinn
Christina Hager
Megan Hankins
Joe & Sandi Hanson
Kyle Hartman
Amy Hastert
Tim & Jan Helfer
Mark & Pamela Hinshaw

Dudley Hogue
Michael & Peggy Howe
Andy & Elizabeth Humble
Ray Jagels
Margaret Kalal
Jay & Ann Kinnamon
Michael & Nan Knecht
Jane Kolich
Rob Kraft
Larry Kucinick & Terri
   McFarland
Brett Lane
Janie Lankford
Tom & Joyce Lohmeyer
Michael & Kristy Lorenz
David & Lisa Lowe
Krista Lutz
Peter & Veronica Mallouk
Sandy & Gary Manderfeld
Chris & Erica Massman
Robert & Stacey McCully
Tim Meacham
Matt & Rachel Merlo
Jacqueline Meyer
John & Denise Meyer
Mike Meyer
Patricia Miles
Eric Morgan
Darlia & David Morris
Tom & Jennifer O’Leary
Zachary Ozbun
James & Renee Peddicord
Greg Raab
Todd Randol
Anne Randolph
Rich Reda
Timothy Ricker
Joivita Ring
Patrick Robinson
Rafael Rodriguez
Brian Rose
Laura Lee Jones
RubinBrown
Carmen Ruder
Jay & Lori Ruf
Mark Rupp
Patty & Tom Sack
Sail Away Wine
Peter Schiavi
Richard Schindler
Joshua Scott
Dr. Joy Stevenson & 
   Dr. John Sheets
Cheryl Shoemaker
Soli Printing
Mollie Stephens
Macaela Stephenson
Deborah Still
Jim & Pamela Stout
Lisa Sweeney
Dr. John & Barb Scowley
Caroline Thome
Emily & Rian Tilgner
Dan & Karen Toughey
Krissy Tripp
Meena Veluri
Visit KC 
Video Approach
Kyle Webster
Debi Weinstein
Shawn & Trish Whitney
Paul Wickens & Lisa
   Weixelman
Adam Wisnieski
Mandi & Kevin Wright
Rob & Amy Wolf

UNDERSTUDY ($250+)

Joe Agnello
Barry Allen
Kent Andel
Anonymous 
Henry & Rachel Avila
Jean Barnes
Paul Martin Beck
Stan Bever
Phillip Blender
Ronnie & Donna Burt
Carla & Aaron M. Clark
Emanuel & Dianne Cleaver
Larry Cork
Randy & Cindy Cox
Lori & Brent Crozier

Rebecca Daniels
William Degen
Michael & Ann Deitz
Nicky Deramus Bunch
Robert Downs
Mary Jo Emanuele
Dennis & Rae Jo Engel
Karen Fenaroli
Matt Filing
Antoni Firner
David Flynn
Kathy Foos
Janelle Forsythe
Stephen Francis
Larry & Carol Frevert
Jon Fridley
James & Elizabeth Gamble
Ronald Gardner
Randy & Pamela Garvey
Camille & Bob Gay
Caroline & Danny Gibel
Allison Gilbert
Margaret Golden Bowker
Kyri Gorges
Anita Gorman
Justin Gulbrandson
Mark Hendricks
Tom Hilton
Rebecca Howard-Crotty
Patricia Hunter
Ashley Hutcheson
Brian Johanning
Alex Jones
Carol Jones In Honor of
   Corey Goodburn
Elise & Tyler Jones
Gary E. & Laura Lane
   Jones
Peggy & Bud Kasper
Stephanie & Dr. Kurt
   Kavanaugh
Knights Of Columbus
   Ladies Auxiliary Council
In Honor of Mary Mobley by
   Cynthia Kupka
Phil Lasusa
LEAGUE at AT&T
Kathy Loyd
Patty & John Mahan
William Marden
Anna Mark
Stacy Mayer
Ken & Elizabeth McClain
Melea McRae
Patricia Meads
Jeff Musolf
Marc Naughton
Nathan Orr
M. Gayle Packer
Ray Painting
Neelima & Sudheer
   Parasker
Cheryl Parris
Robin Perusich
Nancy Phelps
Andy Pierce
Don Proctor
Byron Roach
Dave Ruf
Brooke Runnion
Sage Restoration
Jonathon Salava
Vivian Sasser
Matthew Schulte
Colleen Shepard
Debbie Sherrer
Kathleen Smith
Serese Smith-Haxton
Spire Energy
Kerri Stowell & Mark
   Moberly
Mark Stuecheli
Terry Sweeten
Weston Thomas
Pat Titterington
T-Mobile
Diana Toman
Dorsey Troutman
Bill & Keeley Waugh
Beverly Weber
Susan Webster
Gene Willis
Lisa Wilson

Glenda Wolfe In Honor of
   Bill Wolfe
Dennis Yokley

LEGACY SOCIETY

Aviva Ajmera & Wayne
   Strickland
Bill & Mary Ann Allen
Denise & Bill Bade
Bob Baker
Rich & Peggy Baker
Matt & Kate Beem
Angela M. Bennett
Jacquelyn Biellier
Wendy & Troy Burgess
Jerry & Meghan Carpenter
Jon Gray & Valerie Chow
Chris Clifford & Lindsey
   Rood-Clifford
Kevin Clark
Howard & Debra Cohen
Marc Enyart & Joe Comer
Don & Pat Dagenais
Katie & Matt Fitzgerald
Sherry & Gary Forsee
Mark & Sarah Fortino
Caroline & Danny Gibel
Anita Gorman
Amy Guerich
Jacques’ Hassen
Shirley Bush Helzberg
Rebecca Hierholzer
August L. Huber III & 
   Laura L. Huber
Howard & Ro Jacobson
Cindy Jeffries
Keith A. Jorgensen
Brian & Susan Kaufman
Tony & Teresa Kempf
Andrew & Katherine Lang
John & Tammy Marasco
Claire McEwen
Keith Meyer
Ann Miller
Jan & Lee Morevitska
Sara Hicks & 
   Michael O’Connell
Terry & Barbie O’Toole
James H. Pendleton & Carol
   D. Pendleton Family
Becky Blades & Cary
   Phillips
Andy Pierce
Todd Randol
Greg & Rebecca Reid
Ora Reynolds
Victoria Reisler
William Reisler
Bob & Lisa Rohlf
Doug Jones & John Sanger
Robert & Wendy Sawyer
Donna Thomason
R. Gordon Tompkins
Bess Wallerstein-Huff &
   Chris Huff
Carolyn Watley
Bill & Keeley Waugh
Russ & Debbie Welsh
Doug Ballou & Nancy
   Whitworth
Matt & Sabrina Wiewel
Rob & Amy Wolf
Mandi & Kevin Wright
Cynthia Wymore
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This list reflects gifts made between January 1, 2023 and December 31, 2023. 
We apologize for any errors or omissions. 



2023 AdventHealth 
Broadway Series

Jesus Christ Superstar 
Legally Blonde The Musical 
1776 
Jagged Little Pill 

Weekend Specials
Tootsie 
Rain – A Tribute to the Beatles 

2023 Creative Programming

Dixie Longate: Cherry Bombs & Bottle Rockets 
The Second City Hits Home 
Forbidden Broadway: The Next Generation  

2023 Capitol Federal 
Concert Series

Robert Plant + Alison Krauss 
Tenacious D 
Whiskey Myers 
Chicago 
Louis Tomlinson 
Barenaked Ladies 
The Doobie Brothers 
Tyler Childers 
Matchbox Twenty 
The Revivalists + The Head and The Heart 
Young The Giant 
Tears for Fears 
Foreigner 
Culture Club 
ZZ Top 
KidzBop 
The Black Keys 
Goo Goo Dolls with OAR 
3 Doors Down 
Fantasia 
Queens of the Stone Age 

2023 
PROGRAMMING

PROGRAMMING07  



Board of Directors -
Executive Committee  
Chair
Howard Cohen    

Immediate Past Chair 
Mark Fortino   

Secretary 
Terry O’Toole 

Vice Chair, Community Engagement
Nikki Emison    

Vice Chair, Employee Experience
Lesley Elwell  

Vice Chair, Facilities
Michael T. Lanning   

Vice Chair, Finance 
Robert K. Wolf    

Vice Chair, Government Affairs
Dean Newton   

Vice Chair, Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, & Access 
Vanessa Vaughn West

Vice Chair, Marketing
Sabrina Wiewel   

Vice Chair, Philanthropy  
Amy Guerich    

Vice Chair, Strategic Planning 
Aviva Ajmera

President of the Association  
Lindsey Rood-Clifford   

Treasurer of the Association
Mandi Wright  

Board of Directors - 
Members
Becky Blades 
Wendy Burgess 
Jeff Carson 
Toby Cook 
Joni Cobb 
Michael Collins 
Michael Condon 
Mark Coulter 
Ed Enyeart 
Jill Farrell 
Anita B. Gorman 
Richard Heise 
Robert Hingula 
Jenny Housley 
Heather Jones 
Kevin Kelly 
Michael Knecht 
Tondee Lutterman 
Ramsey Mohsen 
Dr. Troy Nash 
Tempe Ostergren Elsberry 
Emily Tilgner 
Angelo Trozzolo 
Mark Van Dyne 
Carey Wilkins  

City of Kansas City, Missouri -  
Ex-Officio Board Members  
Councilwoman Ryana Parks-Shaw  
Office of the Mayor Kansas City, MO Designee  

Chris Cotten  
City of Kansas City, Missouri Parks and Recreation 
Director  

Councilwoman Heather Hall  
City Manager Kansas City, MO Designee  

Starlight Staff Leadership
Lindsey Rood-Clifford
President + C.E.O. 

Kent Andel
V.P. of Production 

Deb Churchill
V.P. of Operations 

Caroline Gibel
Director of Programming 

Jacques’ Hassen
Director of Human Relations 

Alex Jones
V.P. of Community Engagement 

Andrew Lang 
Director of Philanthropy  

Ken McClain 
Director of Ticket Services 

Bess Wallerstein Huff
V.P. of Marketing + Sales 

Bill Waugh
V.P. of Concerts + Information Systems 

Mandi Wright 
V.P. of Finance + C.F.O. 

Past Board Chairs - 
Ex-Officio Board Members  
Charles W. Battey    
Robert A. Bernstein  
Dianne Cleaver  
James D. Dawson  
Steve Doyal  
Peggy J. Dunn  
Greg M. Graves  
Shirley Bush Helzberg  
Jack W. Kennedy  
Michael F. Morrissey  
John Murphy  
Ora Reynolds
Carolyn Watley
W. Russell Welsh  

STARLIGHT LEADERSHIP
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2023 COMMITTEES

COMMITTEES + COUNCILS09  

Vice Chair: Nikki Emison 
North Kansas City Hospital / 
Emison Life Care Planning  

*Charlotte Barksdale 
RubinBrown 

^Howard Cohen
Deloitte (retired)

 

Vice Chair: Lesley Elwell 
Evergy 

*Annie Calvert 
Littler 

^Howard Cohen
Deloitte (retired)

*Juaquan Herron 
American Academy of Family Physicians 

Vice Chair: Mike Lanning 
US Asset Services 

*Ashley Baker 
Henderson Building Solutions 

^Howard Cohen
Deloitte (retired)

Vice Chair: Rob Wolf 
KPMG 

*Mallory Antle 
Deloitte 

^Howard Cohen
Deloitte (retired)

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

EMPLOYEE EXPERIENCE COMMITTEE 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Michael Condon
IMA Financial

Robert Hingula
Polsinelli

Jenny Housley 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of KC 

Heather Jones 
Seigfreid Bingham 

Robert Hingula 
Polsinelli 

*Amber Manning 
The Miller Group

*Jolene Mead 
PortKC 

Vanessa Vaughn West 
Lathrop GPM 

Mark Fortino
Country Club Bank

*Augie Huber
A.L. Huber Construction

Kevin Kelly
US Federal Properties

Michael Collins 
Grayson Capital LLC 

Ed Enyeart 
Bardavon Health Innovations 

Mark Fortino 
Country Club Bank

Michael Knecht 
AdventHealth Shawnee Mission

*Mollie Stephens 
KC CARE Health Center 

*Gene Willis 
GEHA 

*Jackie Vavroch 
Dairy Farmers of America

Carolyn Watley 
CBIZ 

*Nancy Whitworth
McCownGordon Construction 

Emily Tilgner 
McCownGordon Construction

Mark Van Dyne 
Burns and McDonnell 

 
*Justin White 
Hunt Midwest 

Richard Heise
Commerce Bank

Kevin Kelly
US Federal Properties

Carolyn Watley
CBIZ



2023 COMMITTEES

10  COMMITTEES + COUNCILS

Vice Chair: Dean Newton  
Delta Dental of KS  

*Chelsea Chaney 
National Elevator Industry 

Vice Chair: Vanessa Vaugh West
Lathrop GPM  

Becky Blades
StARTistry

Vice Chair: Sabrina Wiewel 
Hallmark 

Aviva Ajmera 
SoLVE KC 

Jeff Carson 
Enterprise Bank & Trust

^Howard Cohen
Deloitte (retired) 

Vice Chair: Amy Guerich  
Stepp & Rothwell  

Denise Bade 
Lockton 

*Mary Burford 
PepsiCo

Wendy Burgess 
RDD Family Office 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

INCLUSION, DIVERSITY, EQUITY, & ACCESS COMMITTEE

MARKETING & SALES COMMITTEE 

PHILANTHROPY COMMITTEE 

^Howard Cohen
Deloitte (retired) 

Mark Coulter 
Rouse Frets White Goss Gentile Rhodes

^Howard Cohen
Deloitte (retired) 

Robert Hingula
Polsinelli

Toby Cook
The University of Kansas Health System

Jill Farrell 
American Century Investments

*Elise Jones
Enterprise Bank & Trust

Ramsey Mohsen 
Everhance LLC 

Joni Cobb
Creative Planning

^Howard Cohen
Deloitte (retired)

Mark Fortino 
Country Club Bank

*Emily Haas
BioNexus KC

Anita Gorman 
Lifetime Member 

Dr. Troy Nash 
Newmark Grubb Zimmer 

Tondee Lutterman
FORVIS

*Greg Reid 
BoomDeYada, LLC 

*Mariah Shields 
Hallmark 

Angelo Trozzolo 
Trozzolo Communications Group 

Carey Wilkins 
Evolytics 

Tempe Ostergren Elsberry
University of Missouri-Kansas City

Terry O’Toole 
Kansas City Transportation Group 

*Amber Struemph
McCownGordon Construction

^Denotes ex-officio status. Board Chair is an ex-officio member of all committees. 
*Denotes a community volunteer. 
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Chair: Wendy Burgess 
RDD Family Office 

Shellie Billau 
Midwest Trust 

Ruth Brackney 
Lathrop GPM 

Amy Guerich 
Stepp & Rothwell 

PLANNED GIVING ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Jenna Hauschild 

FORVIS 

Stacey Janssen 
Janssen Estate, Probate and Elder Law 

Doug Jones 
Filmmaker (Retired) 

Jonathan Klem 
UMB 

Tiffany Owens 
Bank of America 

Todd Randol 
Heartland Estate Law  

Zack Royle 
Lathrop GPM   

Jonathan Staton 
Great Plains Trust & Asset Mgt

Co-Chair: Bill Briggs  
Deloitte  

Co-Chair: Kasey Vena  
Newmark Zimmer 

Jeff Anthony 
McCarthy Auto 

Eric Beckerle 
Commerce Trust Company 

BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Robin Dayton 

Dayton Dynasty Realty 

Sammi Dodson 
Olathe Ford Lincoln 

John Gregory 
CFGI 

Emily Haas
BioNexus KC 

Sherry Lumpkins 
Blue Symphony 

Brooklyn Maldonado 
Stepp & Rothwell

Amber Miller Manning 
The Miller Group 

Jason Parson 
Parson + Associates 

Morgan Saxena 
Research Medical Center 

2023 COUNCILS



VISION STATEMENT 
 Be the home for accessible live arts experiences 

for all generations. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Connect our community through live arts experiences that 

entertain, inspire, and engage. 

VALUES
Accountability

We deliver quality, value, and consistency in our programs and 
services; and accept and transparently share the results of our 

decisions and actions. 

Collaboration
We communicate and cooperate in order to build strong 

relationships, cultivate diverse perspectives, and achieve our 
shared goals. 

Creativity
We celebrate the positive impact of the live arts by committing 

to continual learning, improvement, and innovation that 
strengthens our work, and our legacy. 

IDEA
We take a holistic view and approach to embracing the 

importance and significance of inclusion, diversity, equity, and 
access. 

Service
We apply a people-first mentality of empathy, kindness, 

helpfulness, and respect in all our interactions. 

4600 Starlight Road | Kansas City, MO | 64132 | (816) 363-7827
A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 


